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namely, to inform, to convince, or to persuade. The
first, requiring merely the talent of telling1 what we
know, is a matter of little difficulty. The second
demands reasoning. The third, besides reasoning,
demands all the aid that we can obtain from the use
of figures of speech, or, as they are sometimes called,
figures of rhetoric, which last word moans, the power
of persuasion.
Whatever may be the purpose for which we use
language, it seldom can happen that we do not stand
in need of more than one sentence; and, therefore,
others must be added, There is no precise rule; there
can be no precise rule, with regard to the manner of
doing this. When we have said one thing, we must-
add another; and so on, until we have said all that
we have to say. But, we ought to take care, and
great care, that if any words in a sentence relate, in
any way, to words that have gone, before, we make
these words correspond grammatically with those fore-
going words.
The order of the matter will be, in almost all cases,
that of your thoughts* Sit down to write what you
have thought, and not to think what you shall write*
Use the first words that occur to you, and never at-
tempt to alter a thought; for, that which has come
of itself into your mind is likely to pass into that of
another more readily and with more effect than any
thing which you can, by reflection, invent.
Never stop to make choice of words.   Put down